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March 9, 1993
UM LAW STUDENTS WIN REGIONAL TRIAL-TEAM COMPETITION
MISSOULA The University of Montana law school continued its winning ways last weekend when four
UM students won the regional trial-team competition for the second consecutive year.
UM’s team -- Laura Amon of Frenchtown and Missoula residents Heidi Fanslow, Caroline
Byrd and Nik Geranios - claimed the Northwest Region championship in Boise and will advance
to the national competition in Miami April 2-4. Last year’s UM trial team won the national
championship, and team coach Cynthia Ford said this year’s team shows every sign of following
suit
"We think this team did as well as any team we’ve ever seen anywhere," Ford, an assistant
professor, said. "They were just tremendous."
The students won all three rounds of preliminary competition and the semi-finals before
defeating Oregon’s Willamette University in the finals. The grueling three-day competition is
geared to closely simulate the real experience of trying a case, with students going through an
entire trial in each 160-minute round of competition.
Second-year law students Fanslow and Amon tried the case as attorneys; first-year students
Byrd and Geranios served as witnesses in the case. Students are judged on all aspects of the trial,
including opening arguments, examination and cross-examination of witnesses, and closing
arguments.
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To win, UM’s team had to convincingly argue both sides of a civil suit in which the family
of a convenience-store clerk who was shot during a robbery sues a shopping center for not
providing a security guard or adequate parking-lot lighting.
The team is coached by Ford and Associate Professor Greg Munro, both experienced trial
lawyers.
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Editors: For a photo of the winning team call UM photographer Todd Goodrich, 243-2522.
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